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IDENTIFICATION 
 

14-15 cm. Male in breeding plumage with reddish 
brown upperparts; rump and uppertail coverts whi-
tish; black wings; throat and sides of head black or 
black only on sides of head; white underparts. Fe-
male with brown upperparts; white rump: brown 
wings; rufous underparts. Both sexes have black 
central tail feathers and dark terminal band broader 
on sides; 10th primary similar or longer than primary 
coverts; 6th to 8th primaries emarginated. 

BLACK-EARED WHEATEAR (Oenanthe hispa-
nica) 

Black-eared Wheatear. Spring. Adult. Male (03-IV). 

SIMILAR SPECIES 
 

Male is unmistakable. Female recalls a  Wheatear, 
with band on tail feathers  broad in the middle and 
narrow on sides; 10th primary usually shorter than 
primary coverts; 7th to 8th primaries emarginated. 

Wheatear. Female: wing 
formula and tail pattern. 
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B l a c k- e a r e d 
Wheatear. Spring. 
Male: pattern of head 
and upperparts. 

Black-eared Wheatear. 
Female: pattern of head, 
upperparts, wing formula 
and tail. 
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SEXING 
 

Male with black ear-coverts (1st year birds with red-
dish tips) and two morphs: pale throated or black 
throated; black wings; black underwing coverts; cen-
tre of lesser coverts always blackish. Female with 
brown wings; dark brown underwing coverts, usually 
with whitish edges; centre of lesser coverts grey 
brown. 

B l a c k-e a r e d 
W h e a t e a r . 
Spring. Sexing. 
Pa t te rn  o f 
head: top male; 
bottom female. 

Wheatear. Spring. Sexing. Pattern of wing coverts: top 
male; bottom female. 

B l a c k-e a r e d 
W h e a t e a r . 
Autumn. Adult. 
Sexing. Pattern 
of head: top 
male; bottom 
female. 

B l a c k-e a r e d 
W h e a t e a r . 
Autumn. 1st 
year. Sexing. 
Pa t te rn  o f 
head: top male; 
bottom female. 

Black-eared Wheatear. Autumn. Sexing. Pattern of under-
wing coverts: left male; right female. 


