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Alpine Swift. Adult (10-VII).
ALPINE SWIFT (Tachymarptis melba)

IDENTIFICATION

21-22 cm. Brown-greyish upperparts; white under-
parts with a brown-grey band on upper breast.

SIMILAR SPECIES

This species is unmistakable.

SEXING

Plumage of both sexes alike.

AGEING

3 age groups can be recognized:

Juvenile with body feathers pale edged; median and
greater wing coverts narrow with white edges; outer-
most tail feather with convex edges.

2nd year with juvenile flight feathers, which will be
worn; wing coverts with fresh adult and worn juveni-
le feathers admixed; outermost tail feather with strai-
ght edges.

Adult with plumage without white edges due to
wear; median and greater wing covers, when fresh,
only with a white spot on tips; median and greater
wing coverts broad with rounded or squared tips:
outermost tail feather with concave edges.

Alpine  Swift.
Ageing. Pattern
of a wing co-
vert: left adult;
right juvenile.

Alpine Swift. Ageing. Pattern of the outermost tail feather:
left adult; right juvenile.

MOULT

Complete postbreeding moult, starting in July and
finished in breeding areas or, in some birds, in
wintering sites. Partial postjuvenile moult involving
body feathers, tail and some wing coverts; takes pla-
ce in wintering sites.
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Alpine
Swift.
Head
pattern:
top adult
(10-VID);
middle
2nd year
(10-VI);
bottom
juvenile
(21-Viln)

Alpine  Swift. Head
pattern: top left adult
(10-VII); top right 2nd
year (10-VIl); left
juvenile (21-VIII)

Alpine Swift. Upper-
part pattern: top left
adult  (10-VIl); top
right 2nd year (10-
VII); left juvenile (21-
VI

http://blascozumeta.com

http://www.aranzadi.eus




Javier Blasco-Zumeta & Gerd-Michael Heinze

U}

07980 Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba) <> aranzadi

zientzia elkartea

Alpine  Swift.
Adult:  pattern
of the outer-
most tail feat-
her (10-VII)

Alpine  Swift.
2nd year: pat-
tern  of the
outermost tail
feather  (10-
Vi)

Alpine  Swift.
Juvenile: pat-
tern  of the
outermost tail
feather  (21-
VIl

Alpine Swift. Adult: pattern of primaries (10-VII)
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Alpine Swift. Juvenile: pattern of primaries (21-VIII)

Alpine Swift. Adult; pattern of wing coverts and seconda-
ries (10-VII)

Alpine Swift. 2nd year: pattern of wing coverts and secon-
daries (10-VII)

Alpine Swift. Juvenile: pattern of wing coverts and secon-
daries (21-VIII)

Alpine Swift. Adult: pattern of wing (10-VII).
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Alpine Swift. Juvenile: pattern of wing (21-VIII).
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