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Feral P}geon

ROCK DOVE (Columba livia)

. Adult. Male (13-X).

IDENTIFICATION

30-36 cm. Feral Pigeons are originated from wild
Rock Doves having much of their plumage charac-
ters: grey plumage, green and purple iridescence on
neck, two black bands on wing, white rump and white
underwing coverts. In any case plumage variation in
Feral Pigeon is vey vast.

Feral Pigeon. Pattern of rump, underwing coverts and
wing.

SIMILAR SPECIES

Recalls a Stock Dove which lacks white rump and
has grey underwing coverts. Wood Pigeon is big-
ger and has a white transverse band on wings.

Stock Dove

Wood Pigeon

SEXING

Plumage of both sexes alike. Male is usually bigger
than female, but this is not an useful character with
individual birds due to overlap.

Feral  Pigeon.
~ Sexing. Pattern
of head: top
male;  bottom
female.
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AGEING

2 types of age can be recognized:

Juvenile without iridescence on neck; off-white cere:
pinkish legs; brown iris.

Adult with iridescence on neck; white cere; reddish
legs; orange iris.

Feral Pigeon. Ageing. Pattern of head and colour of bill
and iris: top adult; bottom juvenile.

Feral Pigeon. Ageing. Ccolour of legs: top adult; bottom
juvenile.

MOULT

Complete postbreeding and postjuvenile moults.
Moult in adults is usually finished in November-
December. Moult of juveniles related to fledging
date, so it is possible to find moulting birds in any
month of the year.

PHENOLOGY
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W Wintering [ On passage

Feral Pigeon. Juvenile (25-11).
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Feral Pigeon. Upper-
part pattern: top left
adult male (9-11); top
right adult female (9-
I1); left juvenile (25-
Il).

Feral Pigeon. Head pattern and color of iris and bill: top
adult male (9-11); middle adult female (9-1); bottom juveni-
le (25-11).

Feral Pigeon. Talil
pattern: top left adult
male (9-1l); top right
adult female (9-11);
left juvenile (25-11).

Feral Pigeon. Breast
pattern: top left adult
male (9-11); top right
adult female (9-11); left
juvenile (25-I1).
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Feral Pigeon. Legs pattern: left adult (13-XI); right juvenile
(25-11).

Feral Pigeon. Juvenile: pattern of primaries (25-I1).

Feral Pigeon. Adult. Male: pattern of secondaries (9-1).

Feral Pigeon. Adult. Female: pattern of secondaries (9-11).

Feral Pigeon. Juvenile: pattern of secondaries (25-11).

http://blascozumeta.com

http://www.aranzadi.eus



Javier Blasco-Zumeta & Gerd-Michael Heinze

06650 Rock Dove (Columba livia) 600 aranzadi

zientzia elkartea

Feral Pigeon. Juvenile: pattern of wing (25-1)
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